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Replacing steering wheel 

switch lamps 

 



 

Each side of steering wheel 

has small hole. 

 

This is to release airbag. 

 

Pull airbag fuse in engine 

compartment FIRST!! 

 

Refer to Owners Manual for 

airbag fuse location. 
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Use pin, cotter key, 

screwdriver or similar 

device to insert into hole to 

release tabs holding airbag 

on.   

 

One hole on each side of 

steering wheel. 

 

Push in on both sides to 

release airbag assembly. 

You do not need to do both 

sides at the same time, if 

you do one at a time be 

careful you don’t 

inadvertently push the other 

side back in to the locked 

position. 
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Carefully remove horn and 

airbag to gain access to 

wiring. 

 

Be careful, airbag is pricey! 
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White slotted nylon piece is 

shaft clip that holds airbag  

and is the part that you are 

pushing on to release from 

the two holes.    

STEERING WHEEL LAMP REPAIR 

 



 

Slotted Shaft that holds 

airbag in place. 
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Yellow Wires for airbag  
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Connectors for airbag 

Sensors. 
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Airbag Connectors have 

“Key” lock. 

 

Remove yellow lock to allow 

release of connectors. 
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Gently pry off airbag 

connectors. 

 

Airbag connectors are color 

coded.  
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Put airbag in safe place. 
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Red wires are horn 

connection. 
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Gently push and turn horn 

connector to release. 
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Disconnect steering wheel 

control connector. 

 

Has the common single tab 

lock, lift to separate the 

connector. 
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Steering wheel connector 

released. 
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Push in and turn white horn 

connector 1/2 turn to 

disconnect and move out of 

the way so no damage 

occurs. 

 

 

Use a 13/16 SAE socket to 

remove steering wheel nut. 
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Remove steering wheel 

retaining nut. 
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Hit steering wheel with  

palm of your hand in several 

areas to dislodge the wheel.  

 

Two people make this 

easier. 
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Feed wires thru wheel and 

remove. 
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Steering wheel removed. 
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Remove 2 torque screws  

holding back cover on. 
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Back cover of steering 

wheel removed. 

 

Wires go to steering wheel 

switches. 
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Cut tie wrap on wire 

harness to allow more cable 

slack for switch removal. 
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You can also squeeze pin on 

wire mount to slide thru 

wheel hole to allow for more 

cable slack. 
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Flat screw driver or other 

blunt instrument slides thru 

hole in wheel. 

 

STEERING WHEEL LAMP REPAIR 

 



 

Gently push out steering 

wheel switch. 

 

Be careful, you are pushing 

on the back of the plastic 

switch and cables! 
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Whole switch slides out in 

one piece. 
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Disconnect switch  on back 

of connector. 

 

STEERING WHEEL LAMP REPAIR 

 



 

 Switch connector. 
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Take switch apart by 

depressing 4 tabs on sides. 

Located bottom switch 

edge. 

 

 

Once opened, you will see: 

A printed circuit board with 

two bulbs (arrows), rubber 

signal contact membrane, 4 

white plastic pins that 

transfer the top switch 

movement to the internal 

contacts.  
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Rubber membrane with 

“make and break” contacts 

for the switches. 
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Bulbs have blue cover to 

enhance white light. 

 

Carefully remove blue cover, 

some may be burnt onto 

bulb and tear slightly but 

still useable. 

 

Bulbs are "wheat" style 4.7 

MM 100 Milliamps. 
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Blue enhancement cover 

removed.  
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Unsolder the two leads on 

the white base. 

 

Bulbs are set into the white 

base, legs are routed to the 

outer edges and soldered to 

circuit board. 

 

Insert new laps into the 

base, resolder the new 

lamps to the circuit board.  

 

Reassemble the switch in 

reverse of disassembly. 
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Unsolder the two leads on 

the white base. 

 

Bulbs are set into the white 

base, legs are routed to the 

outer edges and soldered to 

circuit board. 

 

Insert new bulb into the 

base and resolder to the 

circuit board and slide blue 

cover over the new bulb. 

 

If you want to check the 

new bulb you can use a 9 

volt battery on the pins 

shown that have polarity 

indicators. 

 

Reassemble the switch in 

reverse of disassembly. 
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Reconnect wire harness to 

switch.   
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Switch simply pushes back 

in place. 

 

Reinsert the black 

connector to the base of the 

wheel center if removed and 

reroute the cables and 

attach a new cable tie. 

 

Reattach the back plate of 

the wheel with the 2 torx 

bits. 
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Remount wheel, the shaft is  

keyed for proper alignment, 

it only goes on one way. 

 

Tighten 13/16 lock nut on 

wheel. 
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Reconnect red horn cable, 

main black connector and 

color coded airbag 

connectors. 

 

Be sure connectors “snap” 

in place and then reinsert 

the pronged locking 

mechanism. 

 

Align the airbag alignment 

pins and push airbag back 

onto the center of the 

wheel. 
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Reinsert fuse for airbag. 

 

Please note that if you do 

not want to do the work 

yourself I will offer to 

replace the lamps for you.  

 

Please contact me via the 

forum (Dragon2U) for 

information, I will only 

charge the cost of shipping 

plus parts.  

 

I am looking for worn out 

unreadable switches, if you 

have some, please contact 

me, I am trying to develop a 

repair process.  NO spare 

switches at GM at this time. 
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